Law REVIEW

SouTH TEXAS
IQ‘

Spring 2026
32" Annual Law Review Ethics Symposium:
Ethics in an Era of Transformation & Changing L.egal Structures

Presented by:
South Texas Law Review & South Texas College of Law Houston

9 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
Garrett Townes Hall

Tentative Schedule and Learning Objectives

8:30 - 9:00 a.m. Registration: Symposium attendees and presenters arrive. Coffee and pastries provided.

9:00 -9:15 Opening remarks from STCLH President and Dean Reynaldo Anaya Valencia and introduction
of the first presenter by Will Honderich, South Texas Law Review Editor In Chief.

9:15-10:15 Panel 1: Texas Business Courts & Judicial Expertise
At the end of this panel, attendees should be able to:

e Evaluate the ethical considerations lawyers face when advising clients on forum
selection, governance, and differences between states like Texas and Delaware.

e Assess the role of judicial expertise and specialization in promoting fairness,
predictability, and legitimacy in Texas’s Business Courts.

e Compare Texas’s business law reforms with those of other states.

o Identify professional responsibility issues arising from competitive jurisdictional design.

10:15-10:30 Break
10:30 - 11:30 Panel 2: Representing Clients in Oil, Gas, and Emerging Industries

At the end of this panel, attendees should be able to:

e Analyze ethical tensions that may arise when representing clients across traditional
energy and renewable sectors with divergent regulatory and risk profiles.

e Consider ethical concerns relating to compliance, deal structuring, and disclosure
obligations in a rapidly evolving energy economy.

e Recognize how regulatory volatility, climate-related risk, and federal incentives affect
duties of competence, candor, and risk communication.



11:30-12:30
12:30 - 1:30
1:30 — 1:45
1:45 -2:45
2:45-3:00
3:00 —4:30

e [Evaluate emerging ethical issues related to ESG, greenwashing, and client pressure in
financing and insuring new energy projects.

Lunch Break: Lunch will be provided.

Panel 3: The Future of Law School Accreditation in Texas

At the end of this panel, attendees should be able to:

e Understand the ethical and professional implications of removing ABA accreditation
requirements for bar eligibility in Texas.

e Assess the potential impact on access to the profession, diversity, and innovation in legal
education versus risks to educational quality and consumer protection for future clients.

e Consider implications for professional mobility and national standards, as well as the
ability for future Texas students to take the Uniform Bar Exam.

Break
Panel 4: Al, Deepfakes, and the Discovery Process
At the end of this panel, attendees should be able to:

e Identify the potential impact on ethical duties related to competence, candor, and
supervision when using or confronting Al-generated evidence in discovery and litigation.

e Analyze challenges in authentication and disclosure posed by deepfakes and other Al-
generated media.

e Consider existing rules of professional responsibility as they apply to emerging
technologies where evidentiary reliability is uncertain or contested.

e Assess possible best practices for preserving truth and trust in advocacy while
responsibly leveraging Al tools.

Closing Remarks

Reception: Cocktails and hors d’oeuvres will be provided.



