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Teaching 
 

South Texas College of Law  
 

Assistant Professor of Law, 2025- 
Courses:  Constitutional Law, First Amendment 

 
University of Houston Law Center 
 
 Adjunct Professor, 2002, 2022-25 

Courses:  Appellate Civil Rights Clinic, Founder and Director 
     American Legal History 
     The Government Lawyer 

    
Publications and Press 
 

Books 
 

Judgment and Mercy: The Turbulent Life and Times of the Judge Who 
Condemned the Rosenbergs (Cornell University Press 2023).  Finalist, 2023 
National Book Critics Circle John Leonard Prize for best first book in any genre    

 
Law Review Articles 

 
Congressional Power over Presidential Elections: The Constitutionality of the Help 
America Vote Act Under Article II, Section 1, 28 VERMONT L. REV. 373 (Winter 2004) 
 
For Better or For Worse: Adultery, Crime and the Constitution, 30 J. FAMILY L. 45 
(1991-92) 

 
Litigation Journal  
 

Editor-in-Chief, Editor, and Senior Editor of Litigation, published quarterly by the 
ABA Section on Litigation, 2007-2024.  Articles: 
 
Faith v. Faith, LITIGATION, Winter 2020  

 
Let’s Revamp the Appellate Rules, Too, LITIGATION, Spring 2016  
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In Defense of Judicial Elections (Sort of), LITIGATION, Summer 2010 
 

When Judges Want to Get in the Game: Lessons from Another Court, LITIGATION, 
Winter 2009  

 
To Err is Human, But to Forgive…?, LITIGATION, Winter 2008  

 
Zealous Advocacy vs. Truth, LITIGATION, Fall 2006 

 
 Legal Newspapers 
 

“Does 4th Amendment Protect Non-Citizens?” Daily Journal, Nov. 10, 2016 
 

“Ghostwriting Appellate Briefs: The Rules Aren’t So Clear,” Texas Lawyer, Sept. 
22, 2014 

 
“Avoid These Common Notice of Appeal Pitfalls,” Texas Lawyer, March 31, 2014 

 
“Don’t Skimp on Statement of Issues, Seize the Court’s Attention,” Texas Lawyer, 
Dec. 23, 2013 

 
“Get Creative in Filings with Dialogue, Photos, Cartoons,” Texas Lawyer, March 
11, 2013 

 
“How to Beat Waiver Arguments,” Texas Lawyer, June 18, 2012 

 
“Tread Lightly with Footnotes,” Texas Lawyer, Nov. 28, 2011 

 
“It’s Time to Rethink Oral Argument,” Texas Lawyer, June 13, 2011 

 
“Take the Plain English Push with a Grain of Salt,” Texas Lawyer, March 14, 2011 

 
“What E-Filing Means for Appellate Attorneys,” Texas Lawyer, Dec. 6, 2010 

 
“Appellate Help Unlikely for Judge Stung By Abusive Judges,” Texas Lawyer, Sept. 
6, 2010 

 
“Avoid Racing Through Brief’s Introduction, Conclusion,” Texas Lawyer, April 26, 
2010 

 
“Subtly Gauge Judges’ Interest to Keep Oral Argument Interactive,” Texas 
Lawyer, Jan. 11, 2010 
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“Winning on the Papers,” Texas Lawyer, June 22, 2009 

 
Opinion Pieces 
 

“Why Trump’s Supreme Court Fantasy List is Bad for Real Life,”  N.Y. Times, Sept. 
16, 2020 

 
“Taking in Refugees Has Been Part of Texas History Since the Alamo,” Houston 
Chronicle, Jan. 17, 2020 

 
“The Left Shouldn’t Freak Out About Trump’s Judges (Yet),” N.Y. Times, Nov. 21, 
2019 
 
“Texas Vote Fraud Falsehoods Distract from Real Civic Participation,” Houston 
Chronicle, Feb. 5, 2019 
 
“There’s Nothing in the Second Amendment Banning Gun Regulations,” Houston 
Chronicle, April 9, 2018 
 
“Challenging Houston’s Same-Sex Benefits is a Pointless Legal Battle,” Houston 
Chronicle, March 1, 2017 
 
“Police Should Bear More of Burden in Civil Cases,” Houston Chronicle, April 15, 
2015 
 
“The Myth of Dem, GOP Justice,” Houston Chronicle, Sept. 10, 2006 
 
“We Don’t Have Kings in Texas,” Houston Chronicle, May 29, 2005 
 
“Bryant Case Tosses a Lifeline to the Laws Against Adultery,” Los Angeles Times, 
Aug. 13, 2004 
 
“Why Texas Republicans Should Love the Trial Lawyers,” Houston Chronicle, April 
20, 2003 

 
Continuing Legal Education and Law School Presentations 

  
Interview on Judgment and Mercy: The Turbulent Life and Times of the Judge 
Who Condemned the Rosenbergs, M. Margaret McKeown Federal Bar 
Association, Ninth Circuit Judicial Historical Society, Cardozo Society, Seattle, 
WA, May 8, 2025 
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Echoes of Espionage: The Rosenberg Case and What It Means Today, Texas Bar 
CLE: “Texas Supreme Court: History and Current Practice,” Houston, TX, March 
11, 2025 
 
Evolving Constitutional Law, South Texas College of Law Houston and South 
Texas Law Review: “Looking Forward: Navigating the Future of Law,” Houston, 
TX, Feb. 28, 2025  
 
Where Do We Go From Here?, Houston Bar Association CLE: “37th Annual Law & 
the Media Seminar,” Houston, TX, Feb. 22, 2025 

 
Book Talk on Judgment and Mercy: The Turbulent Life and Times of the Judge 
Who Condemned the Rosenbergs, University of Michigan Law School Jewish Law 
Students Association and University of Michigan Frankel Center for Judaic 
Studies, Ann Arbor, MI, Feb. 22, 2024 

 
Constitution Day Lecture on Judgment and Mercy: The Turbulent Life and Times 
of the Judge Who Condemned the Rosenbergs, Center for Constitutional Law, 
University of Akron School of Law, Akron, OH, Sept. 12, 2023  
 
Book Talk on Judgment and Mercy: The Turbulent Life and Times of the Judge 
Who Condemned the Rosenbergs, Denis McInerney American Inn of Court, New 
York, NY, June 6, 2023 

 
Interlocutory Appeals, Writs of Mandamus, and Extraordinary Writs: Recent 
Developments in Texas State Courts Relevant to Personal Injury Practice, Texas 
Bar CLE: “29th Annual Advanced Personal Injury Course,” Dallas, TX, July 10, 
2013 
 
Recent Jury Charge Developments, Texas Bar CLE: “28th Annual Advanced 
Personal Injury Course,” Dallas, TX, July 11, 2012 

 
Recent Trends in Mandamus Practice, Texas Bar CLE: “Soaking Up Some CLE: A 
South Texas Litigation Seminar,” South Padre Island, TX, April 30, 2009 
 
Hot Topics: Damages, Texas Bar CLE: “Advanced Civil Appellate Practice Course,” 
Austin, TX, Sept. 4, 2008 
 
Alleging and Proving Vicarious Liability, Texas Bar CLE: “21st Annual Advanced 
Evidence and Discovery Course,” Houston, TX, April 24, 2008 
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Press Appearances and Comments 

 
Interviewed on Judgment and Mercy: The Turbulent Life and Times of the Judge 
Who Condemned the Rosenbergs, American Jewish Historical Society’s “The 
Wreckage” podcast, March 4, 2025  
 
Interviewed on Judgment and Mercy: The Turbulent Life and Times of the Judge 
Who Condemned the Rosenbergs, CBS Saturday Morning, Feb. 17, 2024 
 
Interviewed on Judgment and Mercy: The Turbulent Life and Times of the Judge 
Who Condemned the Rosenbergs, “See You in Court” Podcast, Oct. 2, 2023 

 
Interviewed on Judgment and Mercy: The Turbulent Life and Times of the Judge 
Who Condemned the Rosenbergs, “Writing it!” Podcast, Dec. 18, 2023 

 
Interviewed on Judgment and Mercy: The Turbulent Life and Times of the Judge 
Who Condemned the Rosenbergs, Touro Law Review Podcast, July 11, 2023 
 
Interviewed on Judgment and Mercy: The Turbulent Life and Times of the Judge 
Who Condemned the Rosenbergs, Cornell University Press “1869” Podcast, June 
14, 2023 
 
Quoted in Houston Chronicle on drive-through voting case in Texas Supreme 
Court, Sept. 17, 2020 
 
Quoted in Daily Report, Atlanta's National Law Journal affiliate, on Young v. 
Borders, 850 F.3d 1274 (11th Cir. 2017), March 17, 2017 
  
Quoted in Houston Chronicle on appeal involving City of Houston pension 
system, May 1, 2016 
  
Quoted in Vice.com in “How a Texas Court Battle Could Undermine Obama's 
New Gun Rules,” Jan. 10, 2016 
  
Quoted in Houston Press in "Use of Force: How the Courts Judge Police Violence 
Doesn't Always Lead to Justice," Aug. 4, 2015 
  
Quoted in Houston Chronicle on constitutionality of ordinance limiting where 
volunteers feed homeless people, April 4, 2012  
  
Quoted in Texas Lawyer on Goodner v. Hyundai Motor Co.,650 F.3d 1034 (5th 
Cir. 2011) and expert causation testimony, Aug. 22, 2011   
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Quoted on Houston NPR radio on Sossamon v. Texas, 563 U.S. 277 (2011), April 
20, 2011  
 
Quoted in Law360 on Connick v. Thompson, 563 U.S. 51 (2011) and its potential 
effect on white collar cases, March 29, 2011 
 
Quoted on Houston ABC affiliate Channel 13 on Texas’s voter identification law, 
Jan. 25, 2011  

 
Education 
 

Harvard Law School, J.D., Cum Laude, 1991 
University of Texas at Austin, B.A., Plan II Honors Program, Highest Honors, 1988, 
    Phi Beta Kappa 

 
Clerkship 
 

Hon. Irving R. Kaufman, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, 1991-92 
 
Law Practice  
 

Law Offices of Martin J. Siegel, Houston, TX, 2007-25 
 

Appellate practice focused on civil rights, commercial, and personal injury cases 
Notable representations included: 

 
• Tolan v. Cotton, 572 U.S. 650 (2014).  Reversing dismissal of suit by man 

wrongfully shot by police based on qualified immunity     
 

• Gimenez v. Franklin County, Wash. (U.S. 2024).  Represented LULAC in 
defeating cert. petition constitutionally challenging Washington's Voting 
Rights Act   

 
• Connick v. Thompson, 563 U.S. 51 (2011).  Amicus representation of centers 

in criminal law and ethics at NYU, Stanford, and other law schools in death 
row/wrongful imprisonment suit; brief cited by Justice Ginsburg in dissent  

  
• GDG Acquisitions v. Govt. of Belize, 849 F.3d 1299 (11th Cir. 2017), and 749 

F.3d 1024 (11th Cir. 2014).  Successful representation of U.S. company against 
Belizean government; decisions cited in Restatement (Fourth) of Foreign 
Relations Law and Wright & Miller’s Federal Practice and Procedure 
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• Kinney v. Barnes, 443 S.W.3d 87 (Tex. 2014).  Upheld injunction against 
online defamation and clarified when orders restraining speech are 
permissible; widely cited in First Amendment caselaw and commentary 

 
• Evenwel v. Abbott, 578 U.S. 54 (2016).  Amicus representation of Texas 

senators arguing that all persons, not merely citizens, should be counted 
when apportioning and equalizing population in legislative districts   

 
• Gil Ramirez Grp. v. Houston Indep. School Dist., 786 F.3d 400 (5th Cir. 2015). 

Reinstated construction firm’s case under RICO and state law alleging that 
school district refused contract bid because of firm’s refusal to bribe trustee    

 
• Hernandez v. Mesa, 582 U.S. 548 (2017).  Amicus representation of Dean 

Erwin Chemerinsky supporting cert. petition in case seeking Bivens recovery 
for cross-border shooting by ICE agent; cert. granted 

 
Voted “Texas Super Lawyer” 2008-25 
Elected to Texas Bar Foundation, 2012  

 
Watts Law Firm, Houston, TX, 2001-2007 
 

Partner in law firm representing plaintiffs in products liability, personal injury, 
and commercial litigation.  Significant representations included suit by 
distributors against Anheuser-Busch for wrongful denial of consent to $60 
million sale of franchise (confidential settlement); arbitration of shareholder 
oppression claims for founder of securities firm ($43 million arbitral award); 
product liability actions against major manufacturers; and successful appellate 
defense of decision that Texas Republican Party could not replace Tom DeLay on 
general election ballot because he remained constitutionally eligible to serve in 
Congress.  Texas Democratic Party v. Benkiser, 459 F.3d 582 (5th Cir. 2006). 

 
United States Senate, Staff, Judiciary Committee, Sen. Charles Schumer, 2000-2001 

 
Detailed from Department of Justice to minority staff of Senate Judiciary 
Committee and assigned to advise on and draft legislation on election reform, 
campaign finance, DNA exonerations, immigration, and other issues.  Drafted 
speeches for Sen. Schumer, met and strategized with advocacy groups, and 
collaborated with majority and minority staff on issues before committee. 
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United States Attorney’s Office for the Southern District of New York, Assistant U.S. 
Attorney, Civil Division, 1995-2000 
 

Brought civil rights actions, conducted criminal investigations of alleged civil 
rights offenses, defended federal statutes from constitutional challenge, and 
represented federal agencies and officers in suits based on government action.  
Civil rights cases included complaint under Voting Rights Act following fraud in 
Bronx school board vote, resulting in new election; three of first cases in U.S. 
against anti-abortion blockaders under Freedom of Access to Clinic Entrances 
Act; suit targeting discriminatory zoning in violation of Americans with 
Disabilities Act; investigation of New York City Parks Department for 
employment discrimination; and two criminal investigations.  Upheld federal 
laws preempting sanctuary city policies from challenge by New York City under 
Tenth Amendment.  City of New York v. United States, 179 F.3d 29 (2d Cir. 1999).   
 
Tried eight cases in federal district court and argued twelve appeals to Second 
Circuit.  Received Justice Department’s Director’s Award in 1999 for successful 
trial defense of Sidney Gottlieb, former chief of the CIA’s Technical Services 
Division, in case stemming from CIA’s use of LSD in 1950s.   

 
Jenner & Block, Washington, D.C., Associate, 1992-1994 
 

Assisted in appellate, commercial, intellectual property, and environmental 
matters, including U.S. Nat’l Bank of Oregon v. Indep. Ins. Agents of America, 508 
U.S. 439 (1993); cases involving MCI in patent, antitrust and other disputes; and 
petition for post-conviction relief for death row inmate Kevin Wiggins, who later 
prevailed in U.S. Supreme Court in decision clarifying standard for claims based 
on ineffective assistance of counsel.  Wiggins v. Smith, 539 U.S. 510 (2003). 
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