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Matthew J. Festa 
 
Professor of Law            1303 San Jacinto 
South Texas College of Law Houston      Houston, Texas 77002 
Houston, Texas             (713) 646-1857 (office)  
                (713) 206-0398 (cell & text) 
                mfesta@stcl.edu (email) 
 
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
South Texas College of Law Houston 
  Professor of Law (with tenure), 2013-present 

Associate Professor of Law, 2010 
Assistant Professor of Law, 2007 

Rice University 
  Kinder Fellow, Kinder Institute for Urban Research, 2016-present 
The Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School, U.S. Army 
  Associate Professor, Dept. of International & Operational Law, 2013-2017 
  Adjunct Instructor, University of Virginia School of Law 
Texas A&M University 
  Instructor, Citizen Planner Program 
  Board of Advisors, Sea Grant / AgriLife Extension Program 
University of Georgia School of Law 
  Visiting Assistant Professor of Law, 2006-07 
Texas Southern University 
  Visiting Professor, Thurgood Marshall School of Law, 2016-2019 

 
EDUCATION 
       U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s School, Basic and Advanced Courses 

Vanderbilt University Law School.  J.D., 2002 
  Executive Editor, Vanderbilt Law Review. 

Vanderbilt University.  M.A., History, 2002 
 Thesis in American Legal History: Property Rights and the Northwest Ordinance. 

 Murray State University.  M.P.A., Public Administration, 2001 
 University of Notre Dame.  B.A. cum laude, History, English, 1995 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Locke Lord LLP, Houston, TX, Associate 
United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, Law Clerk 

      United States District Court for the Eastern District of Kentucky, Law Clerk 
United States Army 

Regular Army officer, 101st Airborne Division, 1995-99. 
U.S. Army Reserve, 1999-2017; Major, Judge Advocate General’s Corps. 
Associate Professor, International & Operational Law 
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TEACHING 
 

Law School Courses:  
Property I & Property II, Land Use, State & Local Government, International 
Humanitarian Law of Armed Conflict, Counterterrorism, Wills, Trusts, & Estates, Oil & 
Gas Law, Civil Procedure, Counterterrorism Law, Property Skills, Land Use 
Development, Rule of Law, and others. 

 
 National Security & Military Law: 

Associate Professor, Department of International and Operational Law (National Security 
Law), The Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School, U.S. Army. 2013-2017. 
Adjunct Faculty, Defense Institute of International Legal Studies (DIILS), U.S. 
Department of Defense.   

 
 Public Service Teaching: 

Texas A &M Citizen Planner program; Texas County Judges Association; Military & 
Veterans’ Law Society 
 

SCHOLARSHIP 
 
Articles 
- Scholarly Publishing for the Military Lawyer (with Col. Patrick Walsh), ARMY LAW. (2020).  
- Developing Houston: Land-Use Regulation in the “Unzoned City” and its Outcomes, with 

Alexius Marcano & Kyle Shelton, Rice Kinder Institute for Urban Research (2017). 
- International Law Issues for the Regionally Aligned Judge Advocate, with Dowdy et al., 

ARMY LAWYER (November 2015). 
- Property and Republicanism in the Northwest Ordinance, 45 ARIZONA STATE LAW JOURNAL 

409 (2013), http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2405117  
- Towards Engaged Scholarship, with John Nolon et al., 33 PACE LAW REVIEW  821 (2013), 

http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2225283  
- Academic Research and Writing as Best Practices in Teaching Land Use, 29 PACE 

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW REVIEW 51 (2011) (invited contribution), available at: 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1952789.  

- Applying a Usable Past: The use of History in Law, 38 SETON HALL LAW REVIEW 479 
(2008), available at: http://ssrn.com/abstract=1004643.   

- Dueling Federalists: Supreme Court Decisions with Multiple Opinions Citing The Federalist, 
1986-2007, 31 SEATTLE UNIVERSITY LAW REVIEW 75 (2007), available at: 
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1004630.  

- Note, The Origins and Constitutionality of State Unit Voting in the Electoral College, 54 
VANDERBILT LAW REVIEW 2099 (2001), available at: http://ssrn.com/abstract=1004665.    

 
Books, Periodicals, Essays, & Contributions 

 
- Texas Housing Reform Bills, 2025. Various submissions to Legislative Committees. 

https://kinder.rice.edu/sites/g/files/bxs1676/f/documents/UnzonedCity_0.pdf
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2405117
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2225283
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1952789
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1004643
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1004630
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1004665
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- Review, The Well-Tempered City: What Modern Science, Ancient Civilizations, and Human 
Nature Teach Us About the Future of Urban Life, Jonathan F.P. Rose Harper Wave (2016), 
Affordable Housing & Development Law Review, Fall 2017.  

- Editor, OPERATIONAL LAW HANDBOOK, International and Operational Law Department, U.S. 
Army Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School (2016). 

• Author, Ch. 23, “U.S. National Security Structure and Joint Operations.” 
- Editor, LAW OF ARMED CONFLICT DESKBOOK, International & Operational Law Department, 

U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School (2016). 
• Author, “Geneva Convention IV: Occupation and Post-Conflict Governance.” 

- Editor, Land Use Prof Blog, Law Professor Blogs Network (2009-2015), at 
http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/land_use/.  

- Contributor, Urban Edge Blog, Rice University Kinder Institute for Urban Research (2015-
present), at http://urbanedge.blogs.rice.edu/.  

- Land Use in the Unzoned City, ARCH+: JOURNAL FOR ARCHITECTURE AND URBANISM, 
Special Issue on Legislating Architecture, at 56 (2016). 

- Contributing Editor, Keeping Current, PROBATE & PROPERTY (American Bar Association).  
Contributions published six times annually. 
§ “Recent Cases” editor, 2008-09. 
§ “Literature Reviews” editor, 2009-2013. 

- Joint Operations, OPERATIONAL LAW HANDBOOK, International and Operational Law 
Department, U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center and School, 2013; 2014; 
2015, at http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/operational-law-handbook_2013.pdf  

- Land Use in the Unzoned City, IN RE, p. 15, South Texas College of Law, Spring 2012, at: 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2270956  

- Contributor, Open Book: Succeeding on Exams from the First Day of Law School (Wolters 
Kluwer, 2011).  Contributor to companion website: http://openbook.wolterskluwerlb.com/.   

- A Turning Point for Eminent Domain?, NEW YORK TIMES “Room for Debate,” Nov. 12, 
2009, http://roomfordebate.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/11/12/a-turning-point-for-eminent-
domain/  

- Contributing Author, THE RULE OF LAW HANDBOOK: A PRACTITIONER’S GUIDE (2d ed.), 
Center for Law and Military Operations, U.S. Army Judge Advocate General’s Legal Center 
and School, 2008, at: http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/rule-of-law_2008.pdf.  

- “State Constitutions,” ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY WAR: A 
POLITICAL, SOCIAL, AND MILITARY HISTORY (Fremont-Barnes & Ryerson eds., ABC-CLIO 
(2006)). 

- “State Making and Admission,” ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE NEW AMERICAN NATION (Paul 
Finkelman et al., eds., Charles Scribner’s Sons (2005)). 

- “Burson v. Freeman,” ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE SUPREME COURT (David Schultz ed., Facts on 
File, Inc. (2005)). 

- “The Civil Rights Cases”; “Constitutional Amendments”; “Election of 1876”; “Federal 
Railroad Regulation”; “Plessy v. Ferguson”; THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE GILDED AGE AND 
PROGRESSIVE ERA  (Buenker & Buenker eds., M.E. Sharpe (2005)). 

 
Presentations 
 

https://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/operational-law-handbook_2016.pdf
http://lawprofessors.typepad.com/land_use/
http://urbanedge.blogs.rice.edu/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/operational-law-handbook_2013.pdf
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2270956
http://openbook.wolterskluwerlb.com/
http://roomfordebate.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/11/12/a-turning-point-for-eminent-domain/
http://roomfordebate.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/11/12/a-turning-point-for-eminent-domain/
http://www.loc.gov/rr/frd/Military_Law/pdf/rule-of-law_2008.pdf


Matthew J. Festa  South Texas College of Law Houston 

7/10/2025 4 

Over 100 academic presentations at conferences ranging from AALS to ALPS to the Hague, as 
well as worldwide venues for both land use and national security. 
 
Media 
 
Over 100 media consultations on land use, state and local government, and national security. 
 
SERVICE 
 
- Chair, American Association of Law Schools Section on Property Law 
- Numerous STCLH law school committees and faculty advising and participation 
- Advocate for fair housing bills at the Texas Legislature, oral and written testimony and 

legislative meetings 2023-2025 
- Pro bono lead counsel, Powell v. Houston, Supreme Court of Texas 
- Expert witness on several important land use cases 
- Numerous other service roles in the academic, legal, and community realms. 
- Army Reserve officer, Scoutmaster, and elite travel girls’ soccer manager. 
 
Please contact me for any additional information. 


