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Rule 226. Oath to Jury 
Panel

Before the parties or their attorneys begin the examination of

the jurore waoGo aamcaha.Jc thuG BecR liGted jury panel, the jurors

shall be sworn by the court or under its direction as follows:
"You, and each of you, à Do you solemnly .swear or affirm that you

will give true answers ~ to all 
questions propoundeà to you

concerning your qualifications as a juror, 00 help you Cod. ?"

Notes and Commnts

Comment to 1995 change:
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Rule 226a. Admonitory Instructions to Jury Panel and Jury
The court judge shall give ouch admonitory the followinq

instructions to the jury panel and to the jury aomay be preocribed

by the E:upre-me Court in an order or ordcro entered for that

purpoac. If the case is tried to a six-person iurV. the references

to ten or eleven jurors in these instructions should be chanqed to

read "f ive. "
ArrnovEDINE:TRUCTIONS

Durauant to the pro...ioiono of Rule 2260., Texas Ruleo of ci.,iÌl

rroceàure, it io ordered (July 20, 1966) by thc Supreme Court of

Texao, effective January 1, 1967; .January 1, 1971; February 1,

1973; DecCler 5, 1983, effective April 1, 1984:

I.
That the following oral inotructiono, with ouch modificationo

0.0 the circumotanceo of the particular caocmay require, ohall be

gb.Tcn by the court to the juroro after they havebecn miorn 0.0

proyided in Rulc 226 and before the ..Toir dire examination:

PART 1 - JURY PANEL

After the members of the panel have been sworn as provided in

Rule 226 and before the voir dire examination. the iudqe shall read

to the iurv panel the followinq instructions. with such

modifications as the circumstances of the particular case may

require:
Ladieoand Centle-mcn Members of the Jury Panel: The case that is

now on trial is vs.
This is a civil action lawsuit which that will be tried before a
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jury. Your duty as jurors will be to decide the disputed facts.

It is .t mY duty of the as judge to see that the case is tried in

accordance with the rules of law. In thia oaGc, ao in all oaoca,

the actiono of thc judge, partico, witneooeo, attorncys and jurors

muot be aooording to law. Thc Texao lawpermi to proof of any

.,tiolation of thcruleo of proper jury conduot. By thioI mcan that

juroro and othera may be oalled upon to teotify in open oourt about

acto of jury miooonduct. I inotruct you, thereforc, to It is very
important that you follow carefully all instructions that I give

you now. and later during the triaL. If you do not obey these

instructions I am about to giyc you, it may become necessary for

another jury to re-try this case with all of the attendant

resulting waste of your time here and the expense to the litigants

and the taxpayers of this county for another trial. TheDe Your

initial instructions areas follows:

1. Do not mingle with nor talk with the parties. the

lawyers, the witnesses, the partico, or any other person who might

be connected with or interested in this case, except for casual

greetings. They ha.yTeto follo\i theoe oame inotruotiono and you

\till underotand it when they do. You may not even have casual

conversation about thinqs completely unrelated to this lawsuit with

any of these people.

2. Do not accept froiR, nor give to, any of thooe peroono any

favors from thesepeonle. and do not qive them anY favors. You

must avoid even however slight favors, such as rides, food or

refreshments.
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3 . Do not discuss anything about this case with anyone~
even mentioR it to anyonc whomDoe.Jer, including your wife or

hUDband, Ror permit anyone tomentioß it spouse. Do not let anyone

discuss the case inyourhearinq until you arc diDohargcd aD jurora

or exouaed from this oaDe. If anyone attcmpto to diDouaa tries to

talk about the case with YOU .or in your hearing, report it to me at

Øf tell me or the baliff immediatelY.

4. The partieD through their attorneys will now have an

opportunity to talk with vouabout the case and the parties

involved. and to ask YOU some ha.JC the right to direot questions *

caoh of you ooncerning about your qualifioationD, background,ë,

experiences., af attitudes. and opinions. In questioning you, they

are not meddling in your personal affairs, but are trying to select

a fair and impartial jury~ uho arc free from any bias or
prejudice in this particular case.

a. Do not conoeal information or gi vo aßDwero whioh are not

true. Listen to the questions and give fl true and complete

answers. Do not conceal information. If you cannot hear or

understand the questions. please let me know.

è5. If the attorneYD aD)( Dome .ä questions directed to you as

a Ejroup whioh is asked of the whole panel or part of the panel that

requires an answer on your part individually from you, hold up

please raise your hand and keep it raised lonq enouqh for everyone

to make a note of those who responded until you h~ve anD~iered the

queDtionD.
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DO you understand theDe inotructionD: If not, plcaDe let mc

know now.

Whether you arc Deleotcd aD a juror for thiD oaDe or not, you

are pcrforming a signifioant Dervioc whioh only free people oan

pci:fôrm. Wcohall try the oaDC as faDt as pooaiblc oonoiDtcnt with

justioe, whioh rcquircD a careful and oorreot trial. If seleoted

on tllc jury, unleDD I inDti:uot you àiffcrcntly, you will be

permittcd to Deparatc at reOCDDCD and for mea.ls, and at night.

The attorIieYD wiii now proceed with their cxamination.

Counsel you may proceed.

-H
That the following oral and written inDtructionD, with Duch

modifioationD ao tho oircumDtanooa of the particular caDe may

require ohall be given by the oourt to the jury immediately after

the jurorD are Delected for thc oaDe:

OR~L INSTRUCTIONE:

PART 2 - .JURY

Immediately after the iurors are selected and have been sworn

as provided in Rule 236. the iudqe shall qive each juror a COPy of

the followinq written instructions and then read them to the jury:

LadieD and centlemen:

By .t your oath whioh you ta)cc aD jurorD, you become are now

offioials of this court., and active participants in the pUblic

administration of justice. I nO~i give you further inDtructionD

whioh you mUDt obey throughout thio trial. It is essential to the
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administration of fair and impartial iustice that yOU follow these

instructions:
It ia your duty to liDten to andoonDider the evidence and to

detcrmiRefaot iaouealate~ submittcd to you, But I, no judge, will
deoide matter~ of tho law. You will now reoeive written

inatruotionG whioh you will obDer~e àarin~ thiD trial, to~ether

\lith such other instruotionD aD I iay hereatter ~i ve, or. aD

heretofore I ha~o ~iven to you.

(A oopy of the writteR inotructionD Det out below in this

Section II ahall thereupon be handed to each juror.)

AD you examine the inDtructionowhioh ha..Tc jUDt been handed to

you, we will go over thCl briefly together. The firDt three

inDtruotionD have previouDlY becn Dtated, and you\iill continue to

obDerve them throughout the trial. TheDe and tho other

inDtructionD just handed to you are nD follo'iiO:

(The \iritten iriOtructiona Det out below in thiD E:ection II
Dhùii thereupon be read by the court to the jury.)

CounDel, you may proceed.

WRITTEN INE:TRUCTIOll8

1. Do not mingle \1Ìth nor talk to the lawyerD, the

\ii tneDDeD, the partieD, or any other perûon who might be oonneoted

with or intereDted in thiD caDe, except for caDual greetingD. They

have to fOllO'ii theDe Dame inDtructiono and you will underDtand it

when they do. You must continue to obey the instructions I qave
you earlier. Do not talk about the case with anyone. and do not
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have any contact with the parties. attorneys. witnesses. or other

interested persons outside the courtroom.

2. Do Rot aocept from, nor fJi...Tc to, any of thODe perDonD any

favorD however Dlight, suoh aD rideD, food or refreohmBta.

3.. Do not ã.iDouDs an~TthiBg about tliiD oaDe, or eVeR mcntion

it to anyono whomooe~er, inoludinfJ your wife or huoband nor permit

anyone to mention it in your hcarin~ until you arc diDoharged as

jurorD or exouDed from thiD oaDe. If anyonc attCits to diDouDD

the oaoe, report it to me at once.

42.' Do not even discuss ~ the case among yourselves until

aftcr you have heard all of the evidence, the court i s charge, the

attorneys i arguments., and until I have sent you to the jury room to

conoider your verdict beqin your deliberations.

53 . Do not malee any il\veDti~ation about the factD of this

caDe. OooaDionally \Ie have a juror who pri.yTately DecleD out

information about a caDe on trial . ThiD iD improper. All evidenoe

must bc preDented in open oourt DO that each Dide may queDtion the

witneDDeD and maRe proper obj ection. ThiD a..oidD a trial baDed

upon Decret evidence.. TheDe ruleD apply to jurorD the oame aD they

apply to the partieD and to me. If you leBOW' of, or learn anything 

about, thiD oaDe except from the e.yTidencc admitted during the

oourse of thiD trial, you .ohould tell me about it: at onoe. You

have jUDt taleen an oath that you will render a verdict on the

evidencc oubmitted to you under my rulingD. You are the iudqes of
the facts of this case. It is your duty to listen to and consider

carefullY the evidence admitted under mv rulinqs. and to answer the
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specific questions .about the facts that 
I will submit to you in

writing.
-64. In answerinq these questions. you can consider onl v the

evidence admi tted durinq the trial. Do not make pcrDonûl

iRopcotioßD , obDer~~tionD , any investigations, or experimonto Ror

pcraonally viow prcmiocG, thingD or articles not produocd in oourt

about the facts of this case. Do not seek out any information

contained in documents. books. or records that are 
not in evidence.

Do not make personal inspections or observations outside the
courtroom.' Do not let anyone e.lse do any of these things for you.

This avoids a trial based upon secret evidence.

~ The law is determined bV the leqislature and courts of

this state. You are obliqated to follow mv instructions about the

law. reqardlessof whether yOU think the law is riqht or wronq.

~ Durinq the presentation of evidence . the attorneys may

make leqal obi ections . If an obj ection to a question is sustained.

disregard the question. and do not 
speculate about why it was asked

or what the answer miqht have been. If an obiection to a witness's

answer is sustained. disreqard that answer. It is not in evidence.

and should not be considered. Do not speculate about or .oonsider

for any reason the obiections or mv rulings on them.

I stress aqain that it is imperati ve that yOU follow these

instructions. as well as any others that I may ai ve yOU later. If

you do not obey these instructions. then it may become necessary

for another iurv to retry this case with all of the resultinq waste

of your time here and the expense to the litiaants and the
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taxpayers of this countvfor another trial. Keep vour CODY of

these instructions. and refer to them should any auestion arise

about the rules that aovern. your oonduct durinq the trial. A

violation of any instruction must be reDorted to me or the baliff
as soon as possible.

7. Do not tell other juroro your OWf peroonal experienoeo

nor thooc af other poroano, Ror relate .any opcoial informatiOR. A

juror may haye apecial Jmowlcdgc of mattero such as buoineso,

toohnioal or profeaoional mattero or he may have eHPert ltnowledqe

or opiniona, or he may lmo\i what happened in thio or oome other

lawouit. To tell the other juroro aRY of this information io a

violation of theoe inotruotiono.

8. Do not dioouoo or conoidcr attorney' ofceo unleoo

evidenoe about attorney'o feeo io admitted.

9. Do not oonoider, diocuoo, nor opeculate iihether or not

any party is or io not protected in ~ihole or in part by inourance

of any Jdnd.

10. Do not oeelt information oontained in la\i boolm,

diotionarieo, publio or private recorda or clocwhere, "hioh io not

admi tted in cyidenoe.

At the concluoion of all the evidence, I may oubmit to you a

written charge aoldng you oome opecific queotiono. You will not be

aolted, and you ohould not conoider, tihether one party or the other

ohould win. cinoe you will need to consider all of the evidence

admitted by me, it io important that you pay olooeattention to the

evidence ao it io preoented.
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Thc Texaa law permits proof of any violation of the ruleo of

proper jury conduot. By thio I meaR that jurora and others may be

oalled upon to tcotify in open court about aoto or jury mioconduct.

I inotruot you, therefore, to follow carefully all inotruotiono

whioh I ha.Jc gi.,,en you, as well ao othero whioh you later reoeive

while this caoe io on trial.

YOU may lteep theoe inotruotion6 and re'"Jicw them 0.0 the oaae

proceedo. h violation of theoe inotructiono ohould be reported to

me
Hh PART 3 - COURT' S CHAGE

The iudqe shall give ~ the following written instructions
to the jurv, with suoh modifications as the circumstances of the

particular case may require, ohall bc gi.Jcn by the court to the

~ as part of the charge:
Ladieo and Centlemen of the Jury:

~ This case is submitted to you by aSking questions about

the facts~T ~lhich youmuot deoide from Your answers must be based

onlY upon the evidence. including exhibits. admitted durina the Yf

ha.yTc heard in thio trial..

~ In considerinq the evidence. YOU must follow the law set

forth in this charqe. as well as all instructions concerninq

jurors' conduct that I have qiven you.

.h You are the sole judges of the credibility of the

witnesses and the weight to be given their testimony, but in

mattcrs of la\i, you muot be governcd by the inotructiono in thio

charge. In diocharging your reoponoibility on thio jury, you will
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oboerne all thc inotructioRO which haye prcviouoly been givcn you.

I aRall now gi vc you additional inotruction13 'iiTich you ohould

oarefully and otrictly follow during your dcliberationo.

~4 . Do not let bias, prejudice or sympathy play any part in

your deliberations.

2. In arriving at your anowers, oanoider only the cvidcncc

introdUoed hero under oath and ouch oxhiBito, if any, as ha..::c been

iatroduoeâ for your oonoideration undcr the rulingo of the Court,

that ie, 'iihat you have oeeR and heard in thio courtroom, together

with the lalf 0.0 gi.:en you by the court. IR your dcliberationo, you

will not conoider or diocuoo anything that io not reprcoented by

the cvidence in thio caoe.

~ DO not become a secret witness bv telling other iurors

about other incidents. experiences or lawsuits. Do not tell other

jurors about anvspecial knowledqe. information. or expertise yOU

may have. You must confine your deliberations to the evidence
presented in the courtroom. This avoids a trial based upon secret

evidence.

~ Do not discuss or consider attorneys' fees rOmit when

attorneys' fees are in issue. J
~ Do not discuss or consider whether any party has

insurance. rOmit when insurance is admissible. J

~ This charqe includes the leqal instructions and
definitions that yOU should use in reachinq your 

verdict. If no

definition is qiven. the normal meaninq of the words applies. Do

not look UP any information in law books or dictionaries.

12



.a9. Cinoe e~veryanswer that io required by the charge is

important, no juror ohould otate or oonoider that any rcquired

anowcr is Rot important.

410. You m'\ot Do not decide who you think should winT and then

try to answer the questions accordingly. Simply answer the

questionsTl. and do not diocuoa Ror concern yourselves with the
effect of your answers.

511. You will Do not decide the aRO\ier to a question by lot or

by drawiRfJ strawa, or 
by any other method of chance.

12. . Do not return a quotiCRt yeràict. A Efotieat .:erâiot
mcaBO that the juroro agree to aBide by the result to be reached by

If a question calls for a numerical answer. the fiqure should be

one aqreed to bv the iurors. not one reached by adding together

each juror' s figures and then dividing by the number of jurors to

get an average.

13. Do not do any trading on your answers~~ ~That is, one

juror should must .not agree to answer a certain one question ea ä

certain way if others jurors will 
agree to answer another question

another a certain way.

14. After YOU retire to the iurv room. yOU will select a

presidinq iuror. You will then deliberate upon your answers.

15. It is the duty of that presidinq iuror:

fh to preside during the deliberations to maintain

order and compliance with all instructions qiven

you:
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!ù to write. siqn. and deliver to the bailiff anY

communication to me:

£. to conduct the vote: and

d. to write your .answers in the spaces provided.

16. You may render your verdict upon the vote of ten or inore

members of the jury. Tho. 
but the same ten or more 

of you. must

agree upon all of the each 
and every answers- made aad to the cat 

ire 

ve~ãicb. ¥ou trill aot, thercforc, cater iate aR agreement to be

bound By a majority er aay othor 70tc ef lesa than ten~ jurora.

17 .. If the verdict aad all ef the anOwera tfiereiaare is

reached by unanimous agreement, the presiding juror shall will sign

the verdict on the .certificate paqe for the entire jury.
18. .If any juror ãioûgrccs aa to any anO'iier made by the

yerãiot, thooe juroro If the verdict is less than unanimous. the

ten or eleven iurors who agree to all findiBgo shall each 

and every

answer will sign the verdict individuallY on the certificate paqe.

19. If you observe a violation of 

my instructions outside the

ur room b either a 'uror or an ou must re ort
that tome or the bailiff.

20. Durinq your deliberations. any ;uror who 

observes a

violation of mv instructions shall point out the violation to the

offendinq iuror and caution that iuror not to violate the

instruction aqain.

21. You must not discuss the case with anyone. not even with

other members of the 'ur unless all of the 'urors are in the 'ur

room. If anyone other than a ;uror tries to talk to you about the
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case before you reach a verdict. tell me or the bailiff

immediately.

22. When yOU have answered all applicable auestions and

sianed the verdict. yOU should inform the bailiff before returninq

to the courtroom with your verdict.

Thooc iRotructiono arc §i..~eß you becauoc your conduct io

BUD) eot to review tho aame ao that of the witneooea, po.rtico,

attorßeyo, and the judgeo. If it ohould be found that you havc

diazrc§ardedany of theoe inotructiona, it will be jury miooonduct

and it may require anothcr trial by another jury; then all of our

time will have been waoteâ.

The preoiding juror or any other who oboerveo ayiolation of

the court '.0 inotruetiono ohall iiiediately warn the one \iho io
violating the came and caution the juror not to do 00 again.

(Instructions. Bgef initions, and questions and opecial
inotruotiono given to the jury will Be tranoeribed to be placed

here. )

CERTIFICATE

We, the jurYï have answered the above and foregoing questions

as shown and 0.0 herein indicated, and herewith return these answers

to the oame into court as our verdict.

(To be oigneà by the preoidin~ juror if unanimouo.)

rreoiding Juror

sianature of presidinq iuror. if unanimous. (one siqnature
line here. 1 

(To be oigned by thooe rendering the verdiot if not
unanimouo. )
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Siqnatures of iuror votinq for the verdict. if not unanimous

(Eleven siqnature lines here. 
1 

PART 4 - JUY RELEASE

Ph
~ The iudqe shall qive the iury the following oral

instructions ohall be givcn by the oourt to thc jury after

acceptinq the verdict hao been aoocpted BY the oourtand before the

j uroro arc diochargcd and then release them:

The court haa prc.yTiouoly I earlier instructed you that you

should to observe strict secrecy during the trial and ãuring your

deliberationo, and that you ohould not to discuss this case with

anyone except other jurors during your delibcrationo while yOU 
were 

deliberatinq. I am now about to discharge you. After your

dioohargc Once I have discharged YOU, you are released from ye

secrecy and from all the other 
orders that I qave you. You will

t: be completelY free to discuss ~ anythinq about this case af

your deliberationo with anyone. HO\le.Jer,. yYou are aloo will be

just as free to decline to diooUDO talk about the case and your

deliberationo if you uioh if that is your decision.
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(Judqe' s commendation of jurors and the important service they

have performed may be added here.'

After you are dioohûrqed, it io lawful for the attorneyo or

othcr pcroons to qucotion you to determine whethcr any of the

atandarda for jury conduot which I have ~ivcn you in tho courac of

this trial were "Jielated and to ao)t you to qi'"Je an affidavit to

that effeot. You are free to dioouoo or not to diacu13s theoe

matter a and to give or not to give an affidavit.

Notes and Commnts

Comment" to 1995 change:
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Rule 236. Oath to Juryor I.s Oath
The jury ~hall be sworn by the court or under its directionT

in oubotanceas follows: "You, and each of you, dDo YOU solemnly

swear or affirm that iB all ca.oca between pa.rt:ics whioh ohall Be to

you submitted, you will .return a true verdict rcndcr, according to

the law, ao it may be giv"en you stated in the court i s charge by the

court, and * the evidence submitted to you under the rulings of

.t this court.l £:0 help you Cod."

Notes and commnts

Comment to 1995 change:
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Rule 271. Charge to the Jury
Unleos exprcsoly wai~.Tcd by thc partieo, tï.he trial court shall

prepare and in opcn oourt deliver a written charge to the jury.

¡:_. ~..~ ~~~~,~.==__~ It shall be submitted to the
reopoctive partieo or their attorReys for inspeotion, and a The

court shall provide counsel with written copies of the Droposed

charge ( and shall provide a reasonable time ~i7en them in which to
examine and preoent oPPortunity for the parties to prepare their

requests and obj ections thereto and to present them on the
record outside the presence of the jury, whioh obj ectiono ohall in

every inotanoe be preoented to the oourt in writing, or be diotated

to the oourt reporter in thc preoenoe of the oourt and oppooing

oounoel, after the conclusion of the evidence and before the charge

is read to the jury. fIflf((flt_. Before
the argument io begun, After the requests and objections are made

and ruled UDon and any modifications to the charqe are made. ~the

trial court shall read the charge to the jury in open court in the

preoise words in which it is written, including all queotiono,

definitiono, and inotructiono which the court m.y give. The court

shall deliver one or more copies of the written charge to the jury.

-i~(f~.lflffØ- The charge shall be 4:
writing, signed by the courtT and filed with the clerk, and ohall

be a part of the record of the cauoe.

Notes and Commnts

Comment to 1995 change:
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Rule 272. Rcquioiteo standards for the Jury Charqe
The charge ohall BC in writing, oigncd by the court, and filed

with tho olerlc, and ohall bca part of the record of thc oauoe. It
ohaii be oubmi tted to tho rcopeoti ve partieD or their attornoys far

their inopeotion, and 0. rcaoonablo time rji.Jea them iR\ihich to

examine and preaeat abj eotiona thereto outaide theprcoenoe of the
jury, which objoctiona ohall in every inotancc Be prooented to the

oourt inwritinq, or be diotated to the oourt rcporter in the
preoenco of the oourt and oppooing counoel, Before the oharge io

read to the jury. All objeotiono not 00 preoeatcd ohall be

oonoidered ao \iai.."ed. The oourt ohall announoe ito rulingo thereon
before reading the charge to the jury and ohall endoroe the rulings

on the obj.eotiono if writtcR or diotate oame to tho oourt reporter

in the preoenoe of oounoel. Obj ectiono to. thc oharge and the
oourt i 0 ruling.o thereoR may be included ao a part of any tranocript

or otatement of faoto on appeal and, \~hen 00 included in either,
ohall oonotitute a ouffioient bill of exception to tho rulingo of

the oourt thereon. It ohall be preoumed, unleoo otherwioe noted in

the reoord, that the party malting ouch objectiono preoented the

oame at the proper time and excepted to the ruling thereon.

1. General Standards

~~¡r(flfg_ffG-m
.s Pleading Required. Except in treopaoo to try title,

otatutory partition prooeedingoo, and other opeoial proceedingo in

which pleadingo .arc opecially defined by otatuteo or prooedural

ruleo, aA party who has the burden of pleadinq a matter shall not
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be entitled to aø the submission of aft question. instruction. or

definition reqardinq that matter unless the matter is affirmatively

raioed OßlY by a general. denial and not raised by affirmtive

written pleading by that bv the party's pleading.~~~~~
b. Comment on the Evidence. The oourt ohall not iR i to

charge commcnt shall not directly comment on the weight of the

evidence or advise the jury of the effect of their any answers, but

thc oourt. a oharge an otherwise proper question. instruction. or

definition shall not be objectionable on the ground that it

incidentally comments on the weight of the eYidence or advises the

jury of the effect of their any answers when it io properly a part

of an inotructioß or definition. The charge shall not submit

different shades of the same question. def ini tion. or instruction.~.,,-
~ Ouestions

~ In General. The court shall submit .tquestionsT

inotruotiono and definitiono in the form pro.Jided by Rule 277,

which arc about the disputed material issues of fact raised by the

written pleadings and the evidence.

If~_''fl:tff'fff,rLW
~ Broad Form Submission. In all jury caoeo tï.he court

shall, whenever feasible, submit the oauoe case ßy ulJon broad-form

questions.

~ Conditional Submission. The court may predicate the

damûge qucotion or queotiono upon affirmative findingo of liablity
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jurv's consideration of one .or more ç:estions u~on specified

answers to another auestion or questions on which the materiality

of the predicated auestion or auestions depends.

d. Disjunctive Submission. The court may submit a

question disjunctively when it io apparaiit from the evidence shows

that only one or the other of the oonditione of faoto matters

inquired about necessarily exists. A proper disjunctive auestion

is not an impermissible inferential rebuttal submission.

~ Inferential Rebuttal. Inferential rebuttal
questions shall not be submitted iR the ohar~e.

~ Instructions and Definitions
.i In General. The court shall submit such

instructions and definitions as shall be proper to enable the jury

to render a verdict.

l; Burden of Proof. The placing of the burden of proof

may be accomplished by instructiono rather than or by inclusion in
the questions.

Notes and Commnts

Comment to 1995 change:
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Rule 273. Jury E:ulaiooiono (Repealed. )
Each party may preocRt to the oourt and req-eot writtcn

questions, àefiRitioRS, aRà iRotractionsto Be ~i~en to the jury;

aRd thc oourt may ~i~c tftOl or a part thereof, or 

may rofuoc to

gi vc them, ao may be proper. E:ucl requeoto alaii Be prepared and

prcocntcà to the oourtand oubmittcd to oppooing oounoel for

examination and obj eotion within a rcaoonabletime after tàe ohar!§c

is ~ivcn to thc part.ieo or their attorncys for examination. A

request sy either party for any queotiona, àefinitioBs, or

inatruòtioRO ohaii bc made eeparate and apart from suoh party 10

obj cctiona to thc oourt 10 oharge.

Notes and Commnts

Comment to 1995 Change:
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Rule 274. Objeotiono and Requeoto Preservation of Appellate
Complaints

A party obj eoting- to a ohargc muot point out diotinctly the

OBj ectionable lItter ana. the fJroundo of the obj ection. An
oomplaint ao to a queotion, definition, or inotruction, on aocount

of any defeot, omioGion, or fault in pleading, io wai~ea. unleoo

opcoifioal1i. included in the obj ectionG. When the complaining

party's objeotion, or requeoted qucotion, definition, or

inotruction io, in the opinion of thc appellate court, obocured or

concealod BY 70luminouo unfounded objcctiono, minute
differentiationo or numerouo unneoeooary rcqueoto, ouch objection

or requeot ohall be untenable. No objeotion to one part of the
charge may be adopted and applicd to any other part of the charge

by reference only.~~~~
h Requ~sts. A party may not assian as error the failure to

give a question. definition. or instruction on a matter which that

party was reauired to plead unless the record reflects that . after
the conclusion of the evidence and before or at the time of

obiecting. the party tendered a question. definition. or
instruction to the iudge in writinq. Defects in a requested

question. definition. or instruction shall not constitute a waiver

of error if the request provides the trial court reasonable

quidance in fashioninq a correct question. definition. or
instruction. If a request has been filed and bears the iudge' s
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signature. it shall be presumed. unless otherwise noted in the

record. that the request was tendered at the proper time.

h Obi ections. A party may not assian as error the qiving

or the failure to give a auestion, definition. or instruction

unless that party obj ects thereto before the charae is read to the

iurv. stating distinctly the matter obiected to and the grounds of

the obi ection. An obi ection must identifY that portion of the

charqe to which complaint is made and be specific enough to enable

the trial court to make an informed rulinq on the objection.
Objections shall be either in writinq or made orally in the

presence of the court. the court reporter. and opposinq counsel.

It shall be presumed. unless otherwise noted in the record. that a

party makinq obi ectionsdid so at the proper time.

~ Obscured or Concealed Obiections or Requests. When an

objection or reauest is obscured or concealed bvvoluminous

unfounded obiections or reauests. minute differentiations or

numerous unnecessary obi ections or requests. such obi ection or

reauest shall not preserve appellate complaint. No objection to

one part of the charqe may be adopted and applied to any other part

of the charqe bv reference only.

h Rulinqs. The court shall make its rulinqs on objections

in writinq or orally on the record before readinq the charqe to the

iury. It shall be presumed. unless otherwise noted in the record.

that any rulinqs were made at the proper time. In the absence of

an express rulinq. any objection not cured bv the charqe is deemed

overruled at the proper time.
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