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I. Introduction

Congratulations! Your commendable grade point average enables you to take part in the Currents: International Trade Law Journal write-on competition.
  Currents membership is an outstanding opportunity for those interested in scholarly writing to participate in the production and publication of a student-run scholarly journal that focuses exclusively on international trade issues.  The Currents experience will strengthen your research, writing, and editing skills, while adding a significant boost to your resume.

You should have gained a solid foundation in legal research and writing skills from completion of Legal Research and Writing I and II during your first year of law school.  The note you will write for the competition will build upon these skills, while presenting some unique challenges.  The format is new for everyone, so do not feel intimidated if it seems awkward at first.  Take your time, and simply incorporate the skills you already possess into this new format.  A good resource is Scholarly Writing for Law Students: Seminar Papers, Law Review Notes and Law Review Competition Papers by Elizabeth Fajans and Mary R. Falk (West Publishing Co. 2005).  Scholarly Writing is available in the South Texas library at the reference desk and in the South Texas bookstore for purchase.  Another source to assist you in taking a position is Writing a Student Article by Eugene Volokh of the UCLA Law School.
  Back issues of Currents are also a valuable source and are available near the Currents office in room 219, which is located on the second floor next to the student organization offices.

II. Assignment

Part 1


In Subheading III, there are ten endnotes that need to be properly Bluebooked.  Please use what you have learned in your Legal Research and Writing courses, along with rules within the Eighteenth Edition Bluebook to complete the Citation portion of the write-on competition.  To complete this section, you might have to research addition information that is not provided within the given citation to correctly Bluebook each citation.  Also include the Bluebook Rule numbers that assisted you in creating the corrected citations.

Part 2

You must write a five to seven page note for the write-on competition. The topic for the note is explained in Subheading IV. A note is a detailed analysis of a recent issue concerning international trade law and can be written from any angle.  The position you take is irrelevant, provided that your position is well supported. Your note should include a table of contents, a brief background section, a section analyzing the topic presented with a suggestion and/or opinion of your own regarding the law on the subject, conclusion, and proper endnotes. Finally, include a cover sheet with your identification number and title only.

Research for the write-on note is closed.  You may only cite materials included in the attached source list, although others may be considered in the course of your research.  In selecting a write-on topic, we have attempted to select an interesting and controversial topic.  As with many legal issues there is no “right” or “wrong” answer to the international topic selected.  Feel free to analyze and develop your theme from any angle or approach you deem appropriate.  Be creative in conceptualizing your note and its title.  The idea is to find and write about a common thread that runs throughout the articles. Your job is to write a persuasive note that supports whatever position you take on the issue.  The substance of your work is obviously critical, but so is the form.  This is especially true in the law journal context where countless hours are spent ensuring that not one period or comma is out of place.  Do not spend so much time trying to arrive at the “best” possible answer, only to turn in a note that contains less than perfect citations, spelling, and grammar. 

III.
Citations

The following are the citations for the Spring 2008 write-on competition that needs to be properly corrected and Bluebooked (please remember to include the Bluebook Rule you used for the corrected citation, and please remember additional information may be needed to correctly Bluebook each citation):

CITATION #1

NAFTA Chapter 11 Investor-to-State Cases :Bankrupting Democracy. Lessons for Fast Track and the Free Trade Area of the Americas [hereinafter NAFTA Chapter 11], PUBLIC CITIZEN Sep. 2001, at 27, available at http://www.citizen.org/documents/ACF186.PDF.

CITATION #2

See paragraphs 222-234 of Survey of State Practice Relevant to International Liability for Injurious Consequences Arising out of Acts Not Prohibited by International Law, U.N. Doc.A/CN.4/384, October 1984.

CITATION #3

See Ting at 1158 (note 34)

CITATION #4

See generally U. N. Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 31 I.L.M. 849, May 9, 1992, 1771 United Nations Treaty Series 107, which is an anticipatory response to the possibility of future anthropogenic global climate change

CITATION #5

See David S. MacDougall, “Trade in Energy and Natural Resources:  the Role of the GATT and Developing Countries,” Journal of Energy and Natural Resource Law 12, no.  1 (1994):  95-116.

CITATION #6

See also Bhorat, et al. (2002) Skilled Labour Migration from Developing Countries: Study on South and Southern Africa”, ILO Website @ http://www.ilo.org/public/english/protection/migrant/download/imp/imp52e.pdf (visited 20/06/06)

CITATION #7

110 Stat. 1539, 1996, Public Law Number 104-171, Sections 1 & 2, 

CITATION #8

UN General Assembly Resolution 55/2, U.N. Doc. A/RES/55/2,United Nations Millennium Declaration, September 8, 2000, http://www.un.org/millennium/declaration/ares552e.pdf
CITATION #9

111 F.Supp.2d  294, Southern District of New York 2000, aff’d sub nom.

CITATION #10

See J. C. Ting, Unobjectionable but Insufficient--Federal Initiatives in Response to the September 11 Terrorist Attacks, 34 CONNECTICUT LAW REVIEW p. 1145, 1158-1160 (2001-2002) [hereinafter Ting]; But cf. Vazquez-Azpiri & Horne, supra, note 5, at 537-539 (it is discussing benefits of VWP to U.S. economy); and Robert S. Leiken, Europe’s Angry Muslims, 84 Foreign Aff. 120 (2005) (discussing damage that abolishing VWP would cause to US foreign relations and increased burdens that would be placed on travelers).

IV.  Selected Topic and Sources

The topic for the Spring 2008 write-on competition concerns the following situation:  

International law is largely predicated on the assumption that all parties to a given conflict are states; yet there is currently no recognition in international law of the crime of terrorism per se: that is, the crime of belonging to a terrorist organization without necessarily committing acts of violence. This assumption also leaves out crimes against private entities and trade organizations; yet these crimes are often just as, if not more, costly than attacks against a state. 

The twin concepts of hostis humani generis and the law of nations led to the following conclusions in Roman law: "(a) all... crimes which constitute 'piracy' [must] occur in areas outside the municipal jurisdictional competence of any nation; (b) "the 'pirate' is... [, consequently,] an enemy of [no individual state but] the [entire] human race; (c) the pirate [must and] should be prosecuted under municipal law... after capture," but the right to prosecute is common to all nations and singular to none. ... The "pirate articles" are of particular relevance when considering the nature of piracy and its relation to organized terrorism, for they provide an early example of an organization with its own directors, codes of conduct and punishments, functioning for the sole purpose of disrupting trade and wreaking havoc. 

Pirates and terrorists by their very nature effect trade because they halt shipping, kill consumer confidence, and freeze market growth. Within this framework, examine the existing state of international law regarding terrorists and terrorism. Should terrorists be treated the same as pirates? When many of these international theories were concocted, pirates were considered to be a massive threat to the free world (if one could call it that). Recommend a new stratagem for recognizing organized terrorism, establishing parameters for international trade and how state entities can respond to it. Use the existing international common law regarding piracy, particularly as a crime of universal jurisdiction; as it is the most useful framework for defining terrorism and determining a legitimate state response.

SOURCES

1. See Graham Gerard Ong, ”Ships Can Be Dangerous Too”: Coupling Piracy and Maritime Terrorism in Southeast Asia’s Maritime Security Framework,, 1 Intl. Pol. Sec. Issues (2004).

2. Samuel Menefee, The Achille Lauro and Similar Acts as Piracy: Two Arguments, in PIRACY AT SEA 179-180 (Eric Ellen ed., 1989)

3. See Jennifer Trahan, Terrorism Conventions: Existing Gaps and Different Approaches, 8 NEW ENG. INT'L & COMP. L. ANN, 215, 228 (2002).

4. James D. Fry, Comment, Terrorism as a Crime Against Humanity and Genocide: The Backdoor to Universal Jurisdiction, 7 UCLA J. INT'L L. & FOREIGN AFF. 169 (2002).

5. Todd M. Sailer, Comment, The International Criminal Court: An Argument to Extend Its Jurisdiction to Terrorism and a Dismissal of U.S. Objections, 13 TEMP. INT'L & COMP. L.J. 311,321 (Fall 1999).

6. See Brian M. Jenkins, Future Trends in International Terrorism, in VIOLENCE AT SEA: A REVIEW OF TERRORISM, ACTS OF WAR AND PIRACY, AND COUNTERMEASURES TO PREVENT TERRORISM 41-42 (Brian A.H. Parritt ed., 1986).

7. P. Bradley Nutting, The Madagascar Connection: Parliament and Piracy, 1690-1701, 22 AM. J. LEGAL HIST. 202, 209 (1978).

8. 18 U.S.C. § 1651 (2007).

9. The Malek Adhel, 43 U.S. 210 (1844)

10. Convention on the High Seas, Apr. 29, 1958, arts. 14-19, 450 U.N.T.S. 82

11. U.N. Convention on the Law of the Sea, Montego Bay, 10 December 1982, arts. 100-107, 111, 1833 U.N.T.S. 397.

12. Harvard Draft Convention of 1932, also known as Harvard Research in International Law, Draft Convention on Piracy, with Comment, 26 AM. J. OF INT'L L. SUPP. 739, 775 (1932), 775.

13. USA Patriot Act, Pub. L. 107-56, 2001 HR 3162, 115 Stat. 272 (2001).

14. Jacob W.F. Sundberg, Piracy: Air and Sea, 20 DEPAUL L. REV. 337, 362-363 (1971).

15. IMO website, IMO Fourth Quarterly Report, Int’l Maritime Org., Ref. T2-MSS/2.11.4.1, Feb 15, 2007 available at http://www.imo.org/includes/blastDataOnly.asp/data_id%3D17917/97.pdf 

16. Graham Gerard Ong, ”Ships Can Be Dangerous Too”: Coupling Piracy and Maritime Terrorism in Southeast Asia’s Maritime Security Framework,, 1 Intl. Pol. Sec. Issues (2004).

17. United States v. Baker, 24 F. Cas. 962, 965 (C.C.S.D.N.Y. 1861) (No. 14,501)

18. RESTATEMENT (THIRD) OF FOREIGN RELATIONS LAW OF THE UNITED STATES § 404 (1987)

19. David M. Brown, Admiral Warns of Terror Threat, Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, Feb. 14, 2006.
20. Douglas R. Burgess, Jr., Hostis Humani Generi: Piracy, Terrorism and a New International Law, 13 U. Miami Int'l & Comp. L. Rev. 293, 302-03 (2006)

21. Lawrence J. Kahn, Pirates, Rovers, and Thieves: New Problems with an Old Enemy, 20 TUL. MAR. L. J. 293, 295 & n.14 (1996)

22. Alfred P. Rubin, The Law of Piracy, 15 DENV. J. INT'L L. & POL'Y 173, 173 (1987)

23. Brooke A. Bornick, CASE COMMENT: BOUNTY HUNTERS AND PIRATES: FILLING IN THE GAPS OF THE 1982 U.N. CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE SEA, 17 Fla. J. Int'l L. 259 (2005)

24. Peter Rogan, Insuring the Risk of Terrorist Damage and Other Hostile Deliberate Damage to Property Involved in the Marine Adventure: An English Law Perspective, 77 Tulane Law Review 1295-1331 (2003).

25. Timothy H. Goodman, "Leaving the Corsair's Name to Other Times:" How to Enforce the Law of Sea Piracy in the 21st Century Through Regional International Agreements, 31 CASE. W. RES. J. INT'L. L. 139, 158 (1999).

26. Erik Barrios, Note, Casting a Wider Net: Addressing the Maritime Piracy Problem in Southeast Asia, 28 B.C. Int'l & Comp. L. Rev. 149, 149 (2005).

IV.
Deadlines and Instructions

Citations and Notes are due Monday, January 28, 2008 by 5:00 p.m. in Josh Starnes’ office, room 224.  No late papers will be accepted. The citation portion must be typed with the corrected cites along with the Bluebook rules used in correcting the citations.  Your memorandum should be between 5 and 7 pages, double spaced, at 1 inch margins, 12 pt. font, Times New Roman, authenticated with adequate endnotes.  

Page Limit: The page limit does not include the endnotes, title page, and the table of contents sections.  

Do not place your name on the note; identify yourself only with the identification number assigned to you when you received your package (the last four digits of your social security number).  The note you turn in must be your own work.  You may not collaborate with other students or seek help from attorneys, professors, or anyone else. Any questions regarding the write-on competition should be directed to Josh Starnes. 

Results will be posted on Wednesday, January 30, 2008 on the door of the Currents office (room 219) and on the cork board outside of room 224.  If selected to be a member, you must attend a mandatory orientation meeting which will be Friday, February 1, 2008 at 5:00pm.  If you are unable to attend, please contact Angela Ban, Editor-in-Chief, at angela.ban@stcl.edu, or Farrah Rajabi, Managing Editor, at rajabi.farrah@gmail.com.  It is your responsibility to stop by and confirm your status; you will not be independently notified.  Finally, be sure to complete the attached Write-on Competition Pledge form and submit it with your note.  

GOOD LUCK!

Write-On Competition Pledge


I hereby pledge that the note I have submitted for the write-on competition is exclusively my work and that I have not corroborated with nor received assistance from any other person in its preparation.


I have read and I understand the requirements for Currents eligibility and acknowledge that in the event I do not meet the requirements that I will not be eligible for Currents candidacy despite the fact that I have turned in a note for the write-on competition.

_______________________________________

Signature

_______________________________________

Print name

Identification Number: ____________________

Date: __________________________________

Please provide the following contact information: 

	Telephone number
	

	Email address
	

	STCL student box number
	


�	  Please carefully review the Currents: International Trade Law Journal Section of the STCL Student Handbook for eligibility requirements. In addition, Currents candidates must have at least two remaining enrollment periods, which may include summers.





�	 This article is located at 48 J. Legal Educ. 247 (1998).
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